
4-H Record Books
Helpful tips for Adams County 4-H Members

The Answers to: Why? What for? & How?



WHY?
County Requirements:

Animal Projects:
All 4-H Livestock, Horse and Small Animal Division Exhibitors must attend a 
pre-fair interview at which time they must present an up-to-date record 
book to be eligible to show at the Adams County Fair.  

If the record book is determined to not be up-to-date, the member must present an up-
to-date record book by the start of the Adams County Fair, 4:30pm the day of the 4-H 
Fashion Review.

Members must complete and turn in (by deadline) a record book for each 
species in which they exhibit at Fair.  If a record book is not completed for 
each species exhibited, the member will forfeit premiums and be ineligible 
to exhibit that species at the next year’s Fair.

FCS/ General Projects:

Members must complete their record books for each project and turn them 
in for judging on Monday with their project(s).  A record book must be turned 
in with each static entry.



What For?
Head start on how to keep 
records!

Scholarships

Resumes

Job Applications

Responsible Record Keeping

To see where you’ve been, 
so you can decide where 
you’re going

Very important for animal 
health records

Gives you a place to start 
with projects

Compare beginning to end



How?
Step 1: Which record book(s) should you fill out?

 Livestock E-Record Book

 Beef, Sheep, Goat, Swine, Rabbit, Poultry

 Horse E-Record Book

 Horse (owned or leased)

 Dog E-Record Book

 Dog

 Companion Animal E-Record Book

 Cavy, Cat, Pocket Pet

 Camelid E-Record Book

 Llama/Alpaca

 Lease-An-Animal E-Record Book

 Leased Livestock (excludes horse)

 General /FCS E- Record Books

 Each project and/or project unit has a different E-record 
book



How?
Step 2: Where do I find my record book?

 All E-Records can be 
reached through the 
Adams County Website

 Lease-an-Animal Record 
books must be requested 
from the Office

 http://adams.colostate.
edu/4h/projects.htm

https://www.google.com/

http://adams.colostate.edu/4h/projects.htm
https://www.google.com/


How?
Cover Page

 Complete all info

 Get all signatures



How?
Cover Page



How?
Personal Goals

Goals should be SMART: 

Specific
What exactly are you going to do? 

Measurable
How do you know you’ve achieved it? 

Attainable/Actionable
Are you able to identify steps to take?

Relevant/Realistic
Is it reasonable to accomplish? 

Time Bound 
When do you want to do it by?

“I want to win showmanship” VS.
“I want to learn the cuts of my animal so I can better answer questions during 
the showmanship competition.” 
“I want to practice leading my animal 3 days a week to have better 
showmanship skills” 



How?
Personal Goals

•Jr: All Questions are answered
•Int: One Goal & To-Do Complete
•Sr : Two Goals with To-Do's Complete

•Using complete sentences 



How?
Personal Goals

•Dog
•All goals completed with 
to-do’s



How
Equipment/ 
Supplies 
Inventory

•Jr: All 
appropriate 
items listed

•Int: All 
appropriate 
Items and 
values are 
listed

•Sr: Items, 
Quantity 
beginning 
value, and 
end value is 
Listed 



How
Animal 
Inventory

•Animals 
Listed for 
each project 
or record

•Sold, or 
deceased 
Animals are 
recorded



How
Supplements

All supplements can be found through link on our 4-H 
website: http://adams.colostate.edu/4h/projects.htm

Supplements found only on County 4-H Page:
• Cavy Breeding
•Rabbit (pedigree)
•Rabbit Hopping/Agility
•Camelid Fiber

•If you’re not sure if you need a supplement, include one in your 
records with an N/A and an explanation.  
•Ex: N/A (show bird only – not raised for egg production)

http://adams.colostate.edu/4h/projects.htm


How
Animal 

Purchase 
Record

Purchased 
Animals are 
Listed
OR N/A is 
identified if 
member didn’t 
make any 
animal 
purchases



How
Health Record

•Reasonable 
Health 
treatments 
listed
•Vet 
Information 
Included
•Any 
treatments 
listed on next 
page “Health 
Expense” 
should also be 
listed here.



How
Health Expense 

Record

• Realistic 
expenses listed
•Any treatment 
listed on 
“Health 
Record” that 
had an 
expense should 
be listed here 
as well.



How
Feed Expense 

Record

• Realistic feed 
Expenses listed 



How
Other Expense 

Record

• Realistic 
Expenses listed
•Don’t forget 
to add these to 
your inventory 
as well if 
applicable 



How
Income Record

•Appropriate 
Entries 
•(County Fair, 
Open Shows, 
NWSS) 
•Complete and 
accurate 
calculations
•JRs do not 
have a Market 
vs. Fair Sale 
comparison



How
Financial 
Summary

•All 
appropriate 
figures are 
included and 
accurate 



How
Market Animal 

Performance

•Market 
animals only

•All project 
animals 
accounted for 
and up-to-date

•Jrs. May 
choose 1 
market animal 
to record 
performance 
on



How
Involvement 

Records

•Project 
Activities and 
other club 
meetings and 
activities 
included
• Demonstration 
required
•Community 
service required



How
Story and 

Pictures

•4-H Story is 
double spaced 
and uses 12 pt 
font(if typed)
•Uses Proper 
Grammar
•Shows project 
understanding, 
growth and  
goal 
reflection.

•Member has a minimum of four pictures
•Photos are captioned
•Photos show project progress



How
Goal Reflection

•All questions 
are answered, 
using full 
sentences



Getting That Blue Ribbon

 Common Mistakes:

 Not reading the directions CAREFULLY

 Not using complete sentences

 Missing signatures

 Not putting N/A when something does not apply to you

 Above and Beyond:

 Story and pictures show project progression and have 
thought put into them beyond answering questions

 Thorough records



Animal Record Book Interviews
 June 11th 4-7pm – ADCO Fairgrounds Rendezvous Rooms

 June 17th 4-7pm – ADCO Fairgrounds Rendezvous Rooms

 June 15th 4:30-6:30pm – Bennett High School

Animal Record Book Due Date:
 Due in the 4-H Office the Friday BEFORE Labor Day

 Friday, Sept. 4th 2020 by 4:30pm
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